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SUB J : ANYOAKU ON RHODESIA 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER SAW COMMONWEALTH ASSISTANT SECRETARY- 
GENERAL EMEKU ANYAOKU FEBRUARY 9. (ANYAOKU WAS COMMON- 
WEALTH/NIGERIAN OBERSER AT THE GENEVA TALKS ON RHO- 
DESIA.) ANYAOKU AGREED THAT KAUNDA AND NYERERE NOW HAVE 
DIFFERENT PERCEPTIONS ABOUT HOW BEST TO PROCEED IN THEC 
RHODESIAN CRISIS. NYERERE FAVORS CONTINUING NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN THE BRITISH AND THE ATIONALISTS; KAUNDA SAYS 

THE BRITISH ROLE IS BANKRUPT AND THAT AMERICA MUST TAKE 
THE INITIATIVE. NYERERE RECOGNIZES SMITH AS A CONSTANT 
IN ANY SETTLEMENT FORMULA; KAUNDA SAYS SMITH MUST BE RE- 
MOVED. 

2 . ANYAOKU EXPLAINED THAT BOTH AFRICAN PRESIDENTS SHARE 
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THE SAME OBJECTIVE BUT THAT TEIR APPROACHES ARE UNDER- 
STANDUILY DIFFERENT. THE ZAMBIAN IS PREOCCUPIED WITH THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF WHATEVER AGREEMENT IS ACHIEVED. HE IS 
LESS CONCERNED ABOUT TERMS OR STRUCTURE. THE STRUGGLE 
TOWARDS A SETTLEMENT HAS IMMEDIATE EFFECTS ON ZAMBIA 
(THE ZAPU CAMPS; THE MURDERS OF CHITEPO AND MOYO) AND 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF ANY SETTLEMENT WILL PRESS HEAVILY ON 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


THE POLITICS AND ECONOMY OF THE COUNTRY. NYERERE, ON THE 
OTHER HAND, IS MORE INTERESTED IN THE NEGOTIATION PRO- 
CESS ITSELF. HIS COUNTRY DOES NOT PAY A HIGH AND DAILY 
HUMAN PRICE FOR THE RHODESIAN CRISIS. HE BELIEVES IT IS 
IMPORTANT TO KEEP TALKS GOING AMONG AT LEAST SOME OF THE 
PARTIES. AND HE AIMS TO ISOLATE SMITH DIPLOMATICALLY. 

3. ANYAOKU WAS ASKED TO EXPLAIN THE FRONT LINE DECISION 
TO EXTEND EXCLUSIVE RECOGNIATION TO THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. 
HE REPLIED THAT THE WEST HAS CONSISTENTLY UNDERESTIMATED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE GUERRILLA FIGHTING. THE OBJECT IN 
RHODESIA IS NO LONGER TO REACH A CONSTITUTIONAL SETTLE- 
MENT BUT TO STOP A WAR. NEGOTIATIONS MUST NOW BE DE- 
VOTED TO DISENGAGING TWO ARMIES AND TERMINATING A CON- 
FLICT RATHER THAN ESTABLISHING A CLASSIC INTERIM GOVERN- 
MENT. IT ONLY FOLLOWS THAT THE WARRING PARTIES SHOULD 

BE THE PRIME NEGOTIATORS AND THAT MANS, ON THE BLACK 
SIDE, THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. ANY ROLE FOR MUZOREWA OR 
SITHOLE IN ESSENTIALLY MILITARY PEACE TAKS WOULD BE AN 
ACT OF GENEROSITY. EXPESSIONS OF POPULAR POLITICAL SUP- 
PORT, E.G., ELECTIONS, MUST COME AFTER THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A POST-WAR GOVERNMENT AND WOULD BE ASSURED BY INTER- 
NATIONAL PRESSURE AND TH OAU. 

4. ANYAOKU SAID A SECOND PURPOSE IN RECOGNIZING THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT WAS TO FORESTALL THE CHANCES OF CIVIL 
STRIFE IN THE PERIOD FOLLOWING A SETTLEMTNT. AS THE 
STRENGTH OF THE PATIOTIC FRONT BECAME MORE APPARENT, 
MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE SET OUT TO RAISE THEIR OWN ARMIES, 
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ANYAOKU SAID. A PROLIFERATION OF PRIVATE ARMIES, EACH 
PURSUING ITS OWN GOALS, IS A RECIPE FOR ANOTHER ANGOLA. 

IN RECOGNIZING THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, THE PRESIDENTS EF- 
FECTIVELY DENIED OUTSIDE BASES FOR THE CREATION OF NEW 
ARMIES. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE THERE IS UCH TO DISAGREE WITH IN 
WHAT ANYAOKU SAID, HIS EXPLANATION OF FRONT-LINE PRESI- 
DENTIAL VIEWS IS AS CLEAR AS ANY WE HAVE HEARD. AND IT 
LIKELY REFLECTS THE DRIFT IN NIGERIAN THINKING ON 
RHODESIA. 

ARMSTRONG 
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